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Happy Spring 

It’s Time to RIDE… 

 

 

A Message From 

 The Road Captain 

 
According to the October 2015 issue of  

Road Runner, one of the five common 

sources of motorcycle accidents is 

GRAVEL ON BLIND CURVES.  
Riding through  gravel with the bike 

leaned over at speed is almost certain to 

result in a crash.  The situation worsens if 

the sliding motorcycle and rider cross the 

yellow line into the path of an oncoming 

vehicle ï crunch!! 

 

Avoidance Strategies: Gravel on 

roadways is more likely after heavy rains, 

after melting snow, near construction 

sites, and at gravel driveways in rural 

areas.  If riders assume there will be 

gravel around a blind curve, they are more 

likely to adjust their entry speed 

accordingly.  Itôs also possible to use 

some light braking in a curve, even with 

the bike leaned over, especially if the 

motorcycle has antilock brakes.  But the 

best technique is usually to avoid the 

gravel, stand the bike up, and apply 

maximum braking.  Maximizing  sight 

lines is also an important strategy for 

avoiding all types of hazards on blind 

curves. 

 

Always be alert and ride safe. 

 

Fred Nelson, Road Captain 

 

 

 

 
 

A Message from our Chapter Director 

No article for this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter and Spring Events 

January 

On Sunday, January 24
th
, members of our chapter, as well as 

members from Spearfish American Legion Auxiliary traveled to 

Ellsworth AFB at 1:00am to join others in welcoming home 

members of the 28
th
 Bomb Wing from overseas deployment.  It 

was exciting to be part of the cheering crowd and an honor to 

welcome our military men and women home. 

 

  

Post 164 voted Brian Hambek as their 

Legionnaire of the year. A package will 

be submitted for Brian and he will be 

competing for District and Department 

Legionnaire of the Year. Great Job 

Brian. 

 

Congratulations Brian 

 

http://www.alrblackhills.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ALRBlackHills
mailto:Riders@ALRBlackHills.org
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   List of Officers: 

Brian Hambek,    Director 

Mike Kain,  Asst Director/ 

Honor Guard Capt 

Jim Childers,    Treasurer 

Micheline Nelson,   Secretary 

Fred Nelson,            Road Capt/Web Master                                Web Master 

Jim Dittes,   Chaplain 

David Riedlinger,    Sgt at Arms    

Freedom Isnôt Free 
A poem by Kelly Strong 

 

I watched the flag pass by one day 

It fluttered in the breeze 

A young Marine saluted it, 

And then he stood at ease 

 

I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud 

With hair cut square and eyes alert 

Heôd stand out in a crowd 

 

I thought how many men like him 

Had fallen through the years 

How many died on foreign soil? 

How many mothersô tears? 

 

How many Pilotsô planes shot down? 

How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiersô graves? 

No, freedom isn’t free 

 

I heard the sound of taps one night, 

When everything was still 

I listened to the bugler play  

And felt a sudden chill 

 

I wondered just how many times 

That taps had meant ñAmenò: 

When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend 

 

I thought of all the children, 

Of the mothers and the wives, 

Of fathers, sons, and husbands 

With interrupted lives 

 

I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 

Of unmarked graves in Arlington 

No, freedom isn’t free! 

      

            
 

February 
On February 5

th
, ALR chapter 164 members were present at the ñMilitary 

Appreciation Night 2016ò at Black Hills State University.  Riders 

participated in the opening ceremony before the game as well as 

performing a salute to the armed forces during half time. 

            

 

In celebration of Valentineôs Day, ALR chapter 164, prepared, and 

distrubuted gift bags and cards to veterans at Fort Meade Veterans 

Hospital.        
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March 

The American Legion family was well represented at the annual Home 

Show held at Black Hills State University on March 5 and 6.  Members 

from the legion, auxiliary and riders were present to man the booths, 

answer questions and promote the American Legion and itôs purpose. 

       

       

          

 

In March, Black Hills ALR chapter 164 enjoyed getting together for 

dinner in Deadwood and a little  gambling afterwards.  

      

            

 

 

Meetings & Calendar of Events 

ALR Executive Board Meetings 

are  held on the 1st Monday of the month 

at Spearfish Ambulance Service at  

6:00pm. 

 

The American Legion Post 164  

Meetings are held the 1st Wednesday of 

the month at the VFW in Spearfish at 

6:00pm. 

 

ALR Chapter 164 Meetings are held 

the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 

Spearfish Ambulance Service at 6:00pm. 

 

Sons of American Legion Squadron 

164  meet the 4th Wednesday of the 

month at Spearfish Ambulance Service 

 at 6:30pm. 

 

American Legion Auxiliary Meetings 

are held the 3rd Saturday of the month 

at 10:00am at Dorsett Care Facility. 

 

April 

 
  1st  April Foolôs Day 

15th  Taxes due 

30th  Vietnam War ends  (1975) 

 

May 

 

  8th  Motherôs Day 

21st  Armed Forces Day 

22nd  National Maritime Day 

30th  Memorial Day (observed)  

     

June 

 
6th  D-Day  (1944) 

14th  Flag Day 

19th  Fatherôs Day 

20th  First day of summer 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

  

 



  Volume 3, Issue 2 – April, 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of our members took advantage of the great weather on March 13 

and went on a group ride to Devilôs Tower.  

     

      

Happy 97
th

 Birthday to the American Legion. 

Spearfish American Legion family Post 164 hosted a Birthday Ball 

celebrating the 97
th
 birthday of the American Legion.  The event was held 

at the Spearfish Holiday Inn on Friday, March 18
th
.  Legion family 

members and their guests enjoyed an evening of dining, dancing and 

entertainment. 

 

 

 

Vietnam veterans, and chapter 164 of the American Legion Riders at the 

"Welcome Home" Ceremony, Black Hills National Cemetery on the 50th 

anniversary of the end of the Vietnam war. 

 

Birthdays & Upcoming Birthdays 

April 
JR Raysor     12th 

Mike Kain     15th 

Lee Voyles     25th 

Glenn Bahley                            29th 

May 
Val Richards         1st 

Fred Nelson       8th 

Matt Hardin     19th 

Dick Rutherford      21st 

June 
Patrick Lewellen        1st 

Marlene Marvin         5th 

Priscilla Romkema        7th 

Mike Turner      25th 

Duane Riedlinger      29th 

 

Happy Birthday to All 

 

 The Riders Creed 

Riders dedicate themselves to the 

success of The American Legion.  I 

know that through my effort I can make 

a difference. 

I alone am responsible for myself and to 

my fellow riders.  I will conduct myself 

with the highest degree of integrity and 

honor. 

Deeds not words create change.  I will 

persevere against any and all things that 

prevent my success.  My resolve and 

strength will overcome all obstacles. 

Each rider is first a member of The 

American Legion family.  I will actively 

participate in and willingly support their 

endeavors. 

Readily will I join other riders in 

activities and events which support our 

missions. I will do so gladly knowing I 

volunteer to be an American Legion 

Rider. 

Success is the only acceptable 

conclusion.  I will allow nothing to 

dissuade me or impede me from service 

to my family, community, country and 

especially to our Veterans.   

RIDERS LEAD THE WAY 

 

We thank you 

all for your 

service. 

 


