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The American Legion Riders

Black Hills Chapter 164

Newsleather
Find Us
www.ALRBlackHills.org
www.facebook.com/ALRBlackHills

Wishing Everyone a Healthy, Happy
And Prosperous New Year

Email Us
Riders@ALRBlackHills.org

A Message From
The Road Captain
According to the October 2015
issue of Roadrunner, one of the five
common sources of motorcycle
accidents is ONCOMING, LEFT
TURNING VEHICLES. The driver
of an oncoming vehicle doesn’t see a
motorcyclist and makes a quick left
turn directly in the rider’s path,
leaving little or no time to avoid
hitting the car.
-Avoidance Strategy: First, it’s
always helpful for riders and their
mounts to be as conspicuous as
possible, which is helped by auxiliary
lights and high visibility riding gear.
Second, look for indications that the
oncoming driver may not see you: no
eye contact, hands turning the steering
wheel, or movement of left front
wheel. Third, ride at a safe speed in
traffic congested areas, because higher
speed equals longer stopping
distances. Some riders, however, slow
to a crawl when they see a left turning
vehicle, but this is an invitation for
that driver to turn in front of you!
Always be alert and ride safe!
Fred Nelson, Road Captain

Message from our Chapter Director
Hello Fellow Riders,
Winter is here, the Holiday Season is over and I miss my bike already. It doesn’t feel
like winter yet but the cold is setting in and the snow is refusing to GO AWAY!! I
hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and safe New Year. The Christmas party
was a blast this year. I haven’t laughed that hard in a long time. For those who could
not attend, I hope we see you next year.
As the New Year begins, I am honored that the membership views the current Board as
doing an outstanding job and voted to maintain the current administration as is. I also
see that we have some of the most talented, eager and dedicated group of Riders
anywhere. The Board does an outstanding job of bringing the information to each
other and to the organization as a whole. It’s the ENTIRE group of Riders that
accomplish the tasks and have set our group out front as an example of true leaders in
Veteran Support.
Due to the dedication of our group, we were able to show our support at 15 different
funerals for a total of 603 man/women hours. We also had our group in the schools,
veterans’ homes, parades, flag presentations and other public events that equaled 1080
donated hours for a total of 1683 hours given to our communities. AMAZING is the
only word that comes to mind. Thank you all for your participation.
This year we already have Valentine’s Day scheduled for February at Ft. Meade and
the Home Show March 5th and 6th at the Young Center. The Home Show is a lot of fun
and allows us to recruit members and raise awareness of our Mission and Goals.
Remember to take time for yourselves and appreciate the comradery and friendship we
share. Be SAFE this winter.

Brian Hambek, Riders Director
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Autumn and Winter Events
List of Officers:
Brian Hambek,
Mike Kain,

Director
Asst Director/
Honor Guard Capt

Jim Childers,

Treasurer

Micheline Nelson, Secretary
Fred Nelson,

Road Capt/Web Master

Jim Dittes,

Chaplain

October
October was a busy month for ALR Chapter 164. It all began on October
5th with some of our members attending the Unattended Funeral Day at
Black Hills National Cemetery. Our members paid respect, and
considered it an honor to those veterans that do not have family or friends
attending their funeral ceremonies. Several of our members also spent
time at Black Hills National Cemetery checking out the Ave of Flags and
recorded necessary repairs for flags, poles and hardware.
Web Master

David Riedlinger, Sgt at Arms

Our Flag
A poem by William A. Predeau

October 10th ALR Chapter 164 participated in B.H. State University ‘s
annual Swarm Day Parade.

It flies high up in the skies
For all the world to see
A beautiful symbol of this land
Of freedom and liberty
It’s flown for over 200 years
Above this wondrous land
And many a soldier gave his life
To ensure it continues to stand
When former POWS were asked
What helped them get them through?
Many showed pieces of cloth of
The colors red white and blue
So let us not forget the men
Who forged this land we love
And the symbol they created
To fly the skies above
Remember to honor this beautiful flag
Every time it passes you by
Stand and show the proper respect
And long may it continue to fly

October 18th members enjoyed a beautiful group ride through the hills to
Hill City and Keystone.
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Meetings & Calendar of Events
ALR Executive Board Meetings
are held the 1st Monday of the
month from 6:00-7:30pm at
Spearfish Ambulance Service.

On October 20th ALR Chapter 164 joined the fun and particpated in the
Northern Hills Training Center’s annual Chili Feed. Pictured are several
of the “Road Kill Chili” chefs and also the “Road Kill Chili” mascot.

The American Legion Post 164
Meetings are held the 1st Wednesday of
the month at the VFW in Spearfish from
6:00-8:00pm.
ALR Chapter 164 Meetings are held
the 2nd Wednesday of the month at
Spearfish Ambulance Service from 6:008:00pm.

October 23rd the Chapter was honored to post the Colors at the South
Dakota Emergency Medical Technicians Association State Conference.

Sons of American Legion Squadron
164 meet the 3rd Saturday of the month
at Spearfish Ambulance Service at
3:30pm.
American Legion Auxiliary Meetings
are held the 3rd Saturday of the month
at 10:00am at Dorsett Care Facility.

American Legion Riders, Chapter 164, participated in a Flag Etiquette
and Flag Folding Program at Piedmont Valley Elementary School on
October 30th.

January
1st
18th

New Year’s Day
Martin Luther King Day

February
2nd
12th
14th
15th
22nd

Groundhog Day
Lincoln’s Birthday
Valentine’s Day
President’s Day
Washington’s Birthday

13th
17th
19th
20th

Daylight Savings begins
St. Patrick’s Day
Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003)
1st day of spring
Palm Sunday
Good Friday
Easter Sunday

March

25th
27th

November
On November 7th, ALR Chapter 164, along with other chapters, were
invited by Camping World in Summerset to help swap their 80’x40’flag
and also help raise the new flag.
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Birthdays & Upcoming Birthdays
January
Jim Childers
Ginger Childers
Buck DeWeese

5th
8th
21st

February
Charlene Kain
Carol Edwards
Amy Nicholas
Debbie Turner

3rd
6th
18th
25th

March
Bob Turner
Mario DeLudos

27th
28th

Happy Birthday to All

Also on November 7th, ALR members participated and enjoyed the Deadwood
Salute to Veterans 2015 program held at the Deadwood Mountain Grand. A
very nice, well attended event. The POW/MIA Ceremony was performed by
Fred, Jim, and Brian. Great job guys!

The Riders Creed

Riders

dedicate themselves to the
success of The American Legion. I
know that through my effort I can make
a difference.

I alone am responsible for myself and to
my fellow riders. I will conduct myself
with the highest degree of integrity and
honor.

Deeds not words create change.

I will
persevere against any and all things that
prevent my success. My resolve and
strength will overcome all obstacles.

Each

rider is first a member of The
American Legion family. I will actively
participate in and willingly support their
endeavors.

Readily will I join other riders in
activities and events which support our
missions. I will do so gladly knowing I
volunteer to be an American Legion
Rider.

Success

is the only acceptable
conclusion. I will allow nothing to
dissuade me or impede me from service
to my family, community, country and
especially to our Veterans.

RIDERS LEAD THE WAY

A Veterans Day 2015 Program was held at Spearfish Middle School and ALR
Chapter 164 was well represented. The students showed their appreciation and
thanked the veterans for their service. Riders also participated in a Veteran’s
Day Program at Belle Fourche Middle School.
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A Veterans Day dinner was held at the VFW in Spearfish in celebration of Veterans Day.

Brian, Jim, Mike and Fred performing the POW/MIA Ceremony.

On November 13th Glenn Bahley, Helen and Duane Riedlinger braved the chilly winds and assisted in taking down the
flags on Flag Ave at Black Hills National Cemetery. Great job Riders! On November 15th some of our riders took
advantage of the beautiful weather and went on a group ride to beautiful Devil’s Tower National Monument in
Wyoming.

December
Our annual Christmas dinner/white elephant party was held on December 19th at Rosco’s in Sturgis. Everyone enjoyed
good food, good company and great fun. It was a great evening.

