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  2 0 1 9  O F F I C E R S  

Attire 

The ALR Black Hills Chapter prides itself 
to represent the American Legion family 
showing respect at all times. Wearing the 
Riders vest is identifying the Black Hills 
Chapter in public and conduct should make 
the chapter proud.  

There is no required attire for monthly 
meetings or activities. It is the rider’s deci-
sion to wear the ALR vest. In some occa-
sions, the membership may decide to re-
quest wearing the official attire for an 
event or project. 

Honors, Ceremonies, and           
Official Meetings/Events  

American Legion Riders’ vest with appropriate 
patches  

ALR cap or beret (Legion or SAL cap when 
required) 

Black jeans/pants 

White long-sleeve shirt 

Black neck cover 

Coat and gloves as required by the weather 

 Director’s  Message 

Hello Fellow Riders,   
Winter is here and with it, we welcome a New Year. We are an organization 
that has ‘at our heart’ the well-being and honor of our fellow brothers and sis-
ters who have proudly served and are currently serving The United States of 
America in uniform – this same respect also is extended to the families who 
stood beside these brave men and women and supported them in their endeav-
ors’. This past year has been filled with many events that not only support our 
communities but also bring us closer together as a family. When I say “Family” 
I mean just that. I feel a sense of caring and pride when I am in your company. 
I see these same feelings emanating from others when we are joined in activi-
ties and events. I believe that others see this as well when they interact with our 
group. This is a residual of the honor and pride we brought back from our sepa-
rate military services. We have TRUE HEROES in our midst and yet we call 
each other Brother or Sister with a level of respect that others will never know. 
As busy as we have all become, remember to take time for yourselves.  It may 
only be an hour or two; a nice ride up the canyon or listening to music.  As 
strong as the group has become, it’s entirely due to each and every one of you. 
On behalf of myself and the entire American Legion Riders – Black Hills 
Chapter membership, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome each 
new member to our family. The members of the ALR – Black Hills Chapter are 
eager to invite you join our ranks and encourage you to participate in our meet-
ings, funeral escorts and social events. Ride Hard and Be Safe. 
Brian Hambek – AKA ‘BONE’ 
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Chaplain’s Prayer 

Honors’ Chairman  

Road Captain’s Corner 

NEWSLEATHER  

Heavenly Father, as You know better than anyone, this has been a bittersweet year. While our hearts grieve the departed, we also cele-
brate those among us tonight, and thank them for their service to our country. 
It has been said that “There may be no better way to honor and connect with a veteran than in prayer.” So, to repeat part of an extraor-
dinary message* may all our veterans experience the following: 
To Feel Honored; To Be Understood; To Be Healed; To Be Rewarded; and To Know You,  
Lord, During our visit to Spearfish Canyon Healthcare, an elderly, gentleman Marine repeatedly thanked AK and looked him in the 
eye, as he was pinned. Thank You Lord for the reminder that we are doing Your work by serving others. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen! 
Heavenly Father thank You for a fun, productive and meaningful year and for our newest members. Despite our disagreements some-
times, let us all be reminded that our hearts are in the right place. 
We would like to ask for Your healing hand for Your mercy for all unspoken prayers among us. 
And Father, of all the poignant messages we have heard this past year, may the words “Always remember. Never forget.” resonate with 
us the rest of our lives.  
Please watch over us as we travel and ride. In Your name we pray, Amen! Julie Malcom 
 
*Guideposts: https://www.guideposts.org/how-we-help/military-outreach/5-prayers-for-veteranswebsite (Pastor Llewellyn said this at 
the invocation High Plains Western Heritage Center Veteran’s Day program November 11, 2019.)  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Riders for all of the support I have received over this past 
year.  We, as a group have supported over 20 commitments so far this year; totaling hundreds of hours of 
volunteer work. Each and every commitment was done with professionalism, pride and a dedication to serv-
ing our veterans.  All the commitments were important but the Kenneth Higashi ceremony will be one that 
always sticks in my Mind.  The Family was so thankful for bring to light what their Dad, Grandfather and 
Great Grandfather did during WWII.  You as a group were amazing in the support your provided to this cer-
emony.  From an old soldier, I could not be prouder of this group and I want to thank each and every one of 
you for letting me be a part of this amazing family.    
 
Riders Lead the Way! Mike Kain 

This past year, we had a few successful multi-day rides.  In late May, I, along with four other members, rode to Washing-
ton D.C. to participate in Rolling Thunder.  In July, one rider participated in the USS South Dakota Ride Across South 
Dakota, and in August, three of us participated in the National Legion Centennial Ride US Highway 281 (The American 
Legion Highway) that crossed our country from Canada to Mexico.  The Chapter rode to Hot Springs and supported 
Chapter 71’s “Freedom Ride,” participated in the Dakota Thunder Ride, and rode in support of Veterans Scholarships in 
the Black Hills State University’s “Jacket Ride,” along with several other day rides.   
 
When we ride as a group, we ride close enough to each other to prevent other drivers from dividing our group, but far 
enough from each other, so we aren’t running into each other.  Group riding requires your full attention.   
A moving group of motorcycles is a hard thing to stop. Success requires that it occur gradual enough that all riders have 
sufficient time to realize the group is slowing and safely stop.  Though each bike may be highly maneuverable and can 
stop quite quickly, a group stop takes far, far longer to execute.  The Road Captain will avoid all quick stops and turns 
and pull-offs and will signal these well in advance.  Missing a turn will happen occasionally. It is better to miss the turn 
and double back than to attempt a last-minute quick direction change. 
 
It is important to know basic hand symbols.  What is the Road Captain telling you when they hold their left arm out with 
the palm facing down and waves the arm in an up and down motion?  If you do not know the answer, please review your 
Riders Handbook.  If you don’t have a handbook, please contact chapter leadership. 
Be ready for more multi-day rides and day-long ride in the summer of 2020. Fred Nelson 
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National Salute to Veteran Patients    February 2019 

Chapter Christmas - New Year Party   January 2019 

Flag Lines  & Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service   

The Black Hills Chapter of the American Legion Riders wishes to convey sincere condolences to the veterans’ fami-
lies and assists  by providing an American and Service branch flag line at the service and grave site.  Riders participat-
ing in the "Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service at the Black Hills National Cemetery.  

During Valentines’ 
week, The Black Hills 
Chapter of the American 
Legion Riders and Spear-
fish Unit prepared gift 
bags and visited each 
patient at Ft. Meade to 
celebrate the National 
Salute to Veteran Pa-
tients.  
 
A special day to thank 
our veterans! 
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Military Appreciation Night & The American Legion Centennial Ball - March  

Additional Events in February 2019 

The Spearfish Optimist Club Home Show - March 2019 

Midwinter Convention at the Spearfish Holiday Inn: POW/MIA Table Ceremony and                                                   
Hospitality room for Fred’s campaign for American Legion Department Commander 2019-2020 
Patriot basket for Rider Jacob Raap’s first baby. 
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Buffalo Chip Annual Flag Raising - May 2019 

Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service  & Chapter Ride -  April 

Sturgis - On May 24th, the Chapter helped place over 1000 flags across the Buffalo Chip’s Freedom Field during the An-
nual Flag Raising Celebration & Picnic. The Buffalo Chip first established the Field of Flags as a way to honor the brave 
men and women who had fallen while fighting in the Iraq war. One flag represented one American lost, with a soldier’s 
name sewn on each flag. Eventually the count became so high that there no longer was room to expand. Today the breath-
taking display serves as a tribute to all soldiers, including active, retired and those who paid the ultimate sacrifice. The 
flags then stand resolute through the end of the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, allowing visitors the opportunity to come pay 
tribute. 
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Flag Etiquette Program at West Elementary  - May 2019 

The Patriot Ride and Rolling Thunder -  May 2019 

May 21 - 29: Five Chapter members rode to Washington DC in all weather conditions for the last Rolling 
Thunder. The Patriot Ride from Fairfax to the Pentagon, roughly 10 miles, featured thousands of spectators, 

many watching from the numerous overpasses with handmade signs and a plethora of American flags, service 
flags and the iconic MIA/POW flags. Judging by the turnout numbers for what is currently slated to be the last 
Rolling Thunder, no one will be forgetting any time soon. The inaugural Rolling Thunder, held in 1983, had 

2,000-3,000 bikers, led by a group carrying a banner which read “We will Never Forget.” Held ever since on 
the Sunday before Memorial Day, the demonstration ride to honor those U.S. servicemembers missing in ac-
tion and prisoners of war has grown to nearly 1 million people. 

Spearfish, May 10: Over 100 first graders participated in the 
Flag Etiquette program at the Spearfish West Elementary 

school. Riders stand the flag line and the Spearfish Honor 
Guard provide the Flag Folding ceremony and replace the 
school flag.  
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State Convention in Sioux Falls & Homecoming  - June 2019 

Fred Nelson (Riders Road Captain) 
was elected South Dakota Depart-
ment Commander of the American 
Legion at the 101st State Convention 
in Sioux Falls on June 9, 2019 and 
June 29, 2019, was his Homecoming 
at the High Plains Heritage Center in 
Spearfish.  
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Independence Day Parade -  Rain or Shine 

Escorts & Flag Lines to BHNC -  July 2019 

Spearfish Senior Center -  “I am the Flag” Poem 

… I have slipped the bonds of earth and 
stood watch over the uncharted frontiers of space from my vantage point 
on the moon. 
I have born silent witness to all of America's finest hours. 
But my finest hours are yet to come. 
When I am torn into strips and used as bandages for my wounded com-
rades on the battle field, 
when I am flown at half-mast to honor my soldier, 
or when I lie in the trembling arms of a grieving parent at the grave of 
their fallen son or daughter, 
I am proud. 
I am the flag of the United States of America. 
Originally entitled, My Name is Old Glory by Howard Schnauber 
© 1994  



 

Page 9 

Kenneth R. Higashi Legion of Honor Ceremony -  August 23, 2019 

Kenneth Higashi and the 100th Infantry Battalion fought superbly in Italy in campaigns such as Monte Casino, for which they were 

awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, and earned the nickname the “Purple Heart Battalion” because of the heavy casual-
ties they sustained combatting a very well entrenched German force. They would continue moving north, and would 
eventually be joined with the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, the “Go For Broke” regiment, also made up almost entire-
ly of Nisei soldiers, keeping their unit designation as the 100th Infantry Battalion in honor of their already outstanding 
combat record. 
 
Kenneth Higashi and the 100th and 442nd would be called upon when others had failed to come to the rescue of the 1st 
Texas Battalion, who was stranded and surrounded by a much larger German force in the Vosges Mountains, successfully 
penetrating the German lines, and withdrawing the surviving portion of the 1st Texas Battalion, fighting with extraordi-
nary heroism, and sustaining massive casualties in the process, and later earning another Presidential Unit Citation for this 
gallant feat. 
 
Kenneth Higashi has earned several prestigious military awards and decorations to include the Bronze Star Medal, the 
Purple Heart, two Presidential Unit Citations, the Army Good Conduct Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the Euro-
pean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with 3 campaign stars, and the World War II Victory Medal. 
The French Republic, in gratitude and recognition of the collective valor of the 100th Infantry Battalion and 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team, has awarded Kenneth Higashi their highest national honor, the Chevalier, or Knight, of the Legion 
of Honor  
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Escort of the Regional Triathlon -  Belle Fourche 

Flag Etiquette Kindergarten in Belle Fourche -  September 2019 

Swarm Day Parade and Patriot Day Legion Trapshoot  

September 15: Scott Hanson and Brian Hambek had the honor to escort the West Region Qualifier woman’s triathlon 
hosted by BHSU. These athletes are faster than you would think. This is an event that has all athletes from BHSU and 
the University of Arizona. 
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Stand Down in  Rapid City -  November 2019 

Northern Hills Training Center Community Chili Feed -  October 2019 

Veterans Day Programs 

November 5: 230 veterans came through the doors. 
They are vetted by the VA and receive a ticket to allow 
them to go through the fifty booths and tables set-up 
between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm. This event is an annual 
event organized by the VA that takes place at the Rapid 
City Civic Center, the week before Veterans Day. The 
veterans receive free services to help with housing, hair-
cuts, medical and emotional information, warm clothes, 
personal items, transportation, and much more. A sit-
down lunch with linen and real plates and silverware 
was provided and allowed them to connect and feel re-
spected. It was a small gesture to thank our veterans in 
need. 

People’s Choice Award and the Hot Tamale  
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Flag Etiquette at Piedmont Valley Elementary -  4th Grade 

Honoring Veterans - Spearfish Canyon Health Care -  November 2019 
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Operation Christmas Angels - December 2019 

Retiring Flags at the BHNC Avenue of Flags -  November 2019 

The chapter is grateful for the generous donations 
from the Sturgis Coffee Company, the Deadwood 

Gulch Resort for the decks of cards, and the 
Spearfish Holiday Inn, who provided 80 pillow-

cases that were individually decorated by mem-
bers of the Spearfish American Legion Auxiliary 

and dual members of the auxiliary and riders. 
Members made donations, added Christmas deco-
rations, helped with the shipping of the six boxes 

totaling about 240 lbs. Snacks, games, Christmas 
hats and ornaments, personalized Christmas cards 

written by members and youth groups, personal 
hygiene products, and more gathered for a total of 

about $2,200. It was a small gesture to thank our 
troops, who will not be home or with family this 

Christmas.   
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Holiday Remembrance Wreaths & Wreaths Across America 
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2019 - ALR Black Hills Chapter Missions and Events 

2019  - 15 Flag Lines and 7 Escorts 
 
January 
January 5: Enjoyed the Annual Christmas – New Year Riders Party 
January 7: Participated in the Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service at BHNC  
 
February 
Enjoyed Buck’s retirement party on Super Bowl Day 
February 6-10: Midwinter Convention at the Spearfish Holiday Inn; went to the Riders State Meeting on Sat-
urday; provided the POW/MIA Table Ceremony at the opening of the Joint banquet; and manned the hospi-
tality room for Fred’s campaign for the 2019-2020 American Legion Department Commander 
February 12: Prepared and distributed gift bags for the annual Ft. Meade VA National Salute to Veteran Pa-
tients  
 
March 
March 1-3: Decorated and helped during the Spearfish Optimist Home Show 
March 1: Presented the Service Flags during the BHSU Military Appreciation Night between the basketball 
games 
March 16: Attended the Spring District Meeting at the Spearfish Holiday Inn 
March 16: The American Legion Centennial Ball – March 16: POW/MIA White Table  
 
April 
April1: Participated in the Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service at BHNC April 27: Members attend-
ed the dedication of the Vietnam War Memorial at the BHNC 
April 27: One Chapter team participated in the BHSU Vets Club Trapshoot  
 
May 
May 10: 1st grade Flag Etiquette at West Elementary in Spearfish 
May 23: Helped raise the flags at the Avenue of Flags at BHNC in preparation for Memorial Day 
May 24: Buffalo Chip “Annual Flag Raising Celebration & Picnic” over 1000 flags across the Buffalo Chip’s 
Freedom Field  
May 24-26: Rode to Washington DC to participate in the Patriot Ride and Rolling Thunder 
May 27: Memorial Day ceremonies in the local area Beulah, Little Dane Church, St. Onge and Rose Hill  
 
June 
June 7-9: State Convention in Sioux Falls – Hospitality, POW/MIA ceremony at the banquet; election of 
Fred Nelson as State Commander 
June 29: Fred’s Homecoming Program and Dinner at the High Plains Western Heritage Center 
June 30: Laura Turner and Micheline Nelson’s joint retirement party.  
BHNC: Adopted a flagpole on the Avenue of Flags at BHNC ($1,250) 
 
July 
July 1: Participated in the Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service at BHNC  
July 4: Independence Day Parade 
July 10: Voisin’s boys’ donation to the grandparents 
July 12: Read poem at the Spearfish Senior Center for the monthly birthday luncheon  
July 14-15: Rode the USS South Dakota Ride across South Dakota 
July 18-20: Helped and operated the booth at the Spearfish Festival in the Park 
July 19: Flag folding ceremony at BHNC for Connie Wagner’s cousin  



 

Page 16 

2019 Year in Review (Cont.) 

August 
August 1-3:  Rode the US 281Centennial Ride across South Dakota (North to South) 
August 2-9: Provided support for the Spearfish Ambulance crew during the Sturgis Rally – snacks, breakfast, 
meals 
August 4: Rode the Freedom Ride in Hot Springs  
August 6: Participated in the BHSU Veterans Scholarship Jacket Ride 
August 6: Participated in the Dakota Thunder Ride 
August 23: Helped plan, prepare and attend the Award Ceremony for WWII Veteran Kenneth Higashi re-
ceiving the French Legion of Honor 
August 31: Demonstrated the proper respect during the National Anthem for the BHSU Football team  
 
September 
September 7: Attended the Spearfish Veterans Monument’s dedication of the second wall 
September 15: Escorted the West Region Qualifier women’s triathlon hosted by BHSU  
September 19: Provided the Flag Etiquette program in Belle Fourche North Campus (100+ Kindergarten) 
September 20: POW/MIA National Day of Remembrance – set the table in the lunchroom at Creekside Ele-
mentary 
September 22: Two riders’ team participated in the Patriot Day Legion Post 164 Trapshoot Fundraiser  
September 23-25: Attended the Midwest Honor Flight Mission 5; served as the guardian of  Bill Hughes for 
and honored the veterans at their homecoming celebration 
September 28: Participated BHSU Swarm Day Homecoming parade  
 
October 
October 19: Members recertified  for in First Aid and CPR; train provided by Brian Hambek 
October 22: Entered the NHTC Community Chili Feed contest and won two awards 
October 29: Attended the fundraiser for the Good Shepherd Clinic @ Perkins  
 
November 
November 2: Salute at half-time at the BHSU Heroes Appreciation Game (First Responders, Active Military 
and Veterans)  
November 5: Helped 230 homeless veterans at the Rapid City Stand Down 
November 11: Veterans Day 

Presented the Service Flags at the Spearfish Middle School 
Flag Line; set-up the POW/MIA Table – High Plains Western Heritage Center  
Presented the POW/MIA Ceremony before the meal for the Veterans Day dinner  

November 15: Flag etiquette program (raising the flag, folding ceremony, Q&A) at the Piedmont Valley Ele-
mentary School for 100+ 4th graders. 
November 27: Attended a photo op at The Sturgis Coffee Company, which donated 70 bags of freshly roast-
ed coffee for Operation Christmas Angels  
 
December 
December 3: Operation Christmas Angels - Preparation of 70 care Christmas packages for Jon Antar’s Unit 
deployed in Kuwait and Iraq. 
December 7 & 14: Placed Holiday Memorial Wreaths and National Wreaths Across America at BHNC and 
Arlington Cemetery 
December 21: Helped deliver 75 Christmas gifts prepared by the Spearfish American Legion Auxiliary Unit, 
for local veterans in the seven assisted living/nursing homes and 22 WWII and Korean War Veterans from 
Legion Post 164 


