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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Web Site:   www.ALRBlackHills.org 

     Members Page Login  __________________  Password ____________ 

E‐mail all members at:  all.riders@ALRBlackHills.org 

Facebook:  h ps://www.facebook.com/ALRBlackHills 

Funeral Escort email: Honors@ALRBlackHills.org 

Riders Director Phone: 605.644.6039 



 

 

Introduction 
The Black Hills Chapter of the American Legion Riders (ALR) is sponsored 
by The American Legion Post 164 of Spearfish, Department of South 
Dakota.   
  
We are members of The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons 
of the American Legion who share a common interest of riding motorcycles and 
serving veterans, active duty military and their community.  We are an 
association that promotes the aims and purposes of the American Legion.   
  
We support those serving in uniform today through participation in deployment or 
homecoming ceremonies; we show respect to veterans on their final journey, 
escorts our fallen heroes, and support the families left behind. We also participate 
in community events and parades, ceremonies, help veterans in our communities, 
support VA facilities and coordinate flag lines and escorts for veterans' 
funerals upon request.  
  
The Legacy Run  
A primary fundraiser for the American Legion Riders is the American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship Fund. The 2013 American Legion’s annual Legacy Run 
conducted to benefit the children of post 9/11 fallen U.S. service members raised 
more than $334,000 during the ride, while donations during and on the floor of 
The American Legion’s national convention in Houston brought that total to 
$764,000. "As an unfortunate consequence of Operation Iraqi Freedom and the 
global war on terror, many children of our active-duty military personnel are now 
members of single-parent families. We are raising funds to ensure that higher 
education will be a reality for these families, but we need your help. It is estimated 
that over 11,000 children have lost a parent in the war overseas. That number 
continues to grow each day. The Legion is actively working to ensure that all those 
children who want a post-secondary education will be provided one." Since 2004, 
ninety-nine (99) scholarships were awarded.  
 
Meeting Day/Time: 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:00pm 
 
Meeting Location: Spearfish Ambulance Service 
715 E Colorado Blvd, Spearfish, South Dakota 57783-2702 
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Attire 
 
The ALR Black Hills Chapter prides itself to represent the 
American Legion family showing respect at all times. Wearing 
the Riders vest is identifying the Black Hills Chapter in public 
and conduct should make the chapter proud.  
 
There is no required attire for monthly meetings or activities. It 
is the rider’s decision to wear the ALR vest. In some occasions, 
the membership may decide to request wearing the official 
attire for an event or project. 
 
Honors, Ceremonies, and Official Meetings:  

American Legion Riders’ vest with appropriate patches  
 (see Constitution & Bylaws) 
ALR cap or beret (Legion or SAL cap when required) 
Black jeans/pants 
White long-sleeve shirt 
Black neck cover 
Coat and gloves as required by the weather 



 

 

Code of the Road  
Riding is a way of life and as a biker you have to respect the rules at all 
times. Never come up behind another rider in the same lane at high speed 
and remember the first one stopped at a red light should also be the first 
one to leave when it turns green. 
 
Bikers value solidarity and a brother (or sister) in distress receives help, 
regardless if it is a technical question posted on the Internet, or an unknown 
biker stranded at the side of the road. Notwithstanding motorcycle brand or 
type, a true biker will stop and provide roadside assistance to any stranded 
comrade. If help cannot be provided, a phone call can make a world of 
difference. 
 
Motorcyclists are interested in other bikers and their prize possession. They 
can talk endlessly about their rides, safety rules, general laws, liabilities, 
bike maintenance, accessories and whatever else is associated with their 
motorcycles. As a rule, bikers do not like their motorcycles being touched 
by others. In this case, the rule: "Look, but don't touch" really does apply. 
 
Largely symbolic in nature, the lingering image of the biker as lone wolf 
hitting the highway still lives on in the mind of many brotherhood 
members. Mature bikers will therefore respectfully acknowledge another 
motorcyclist's presence on the road by using a distinctive hand wave. Of 
course, do not be surprised if, at times, there is no tribute or response, as 
the biker in the oncoming lane may not be able to free a hand without 
endangering himself or may not respond in a timely manner. 
 
Generally, bikers will respect one another as long as common sense is used. 
Don't crowd each other on the road, or parking lot and most of all do not 
saddle someone else's bike or fender fluff. Stick to these rules and you will 
be having the time of your life! 
 
Adapted from Irida Sangemino .irida@wydebeam.com   
Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/1640759  

mailto:irida@wydebeam.com�
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Motorcycle Group Ride Guidelines 
 

Group motorcycle riding is a great experience when common sense, respect for other riders, 
and safety prevail.  
 
 Top-off your gas tank before you begin a ride. Bikes with small gas tanks have to stop 

more often. Decide before you begin when and where you will stop. Inform everyone of 
designated stops. 

 Group Riding Riders who choose to ride in a group must do just that, ride with the group. 
If a navigational mistake is made (e.g., missed turn or exit), continue with the group until 
the error can be safely corrected.  

 It is recommended to have Ride Captain(s) travel the route prior to a run, thus, avoiding 
navigation mistakes. 

 Formation is recommended. Two-up is the typical ride arrangement (riding staggered). 
The more experienced rider should ride on the left. (Loud pipes on the right!) 

 Maintain approximately two seconds between the rider directly ahead of you; weather and 
road conditions permitting. 

 If a vehicle wants to break through the group on a multi-lane road, give them space to 
safely do so. 

 Close formation once the vehicle exits the lane. If the vehicle does not move, cautiously 
and carefully pass to reform.  

 Novice and inexperienced riders should ride in the middle of the group until they are 
comfortable riding in a group.  

 The Ride Captain(s) or those who have ridden the route should ride up front.  
 Experienced riders should also be the rear of the group…this is done to maintain order. 
 Know hand signals, and pay attention to them. 
 Maintain a steady pace with as few (dramatic) speed changes or sudden moves as 

possible. 
 Alcohol consumption is the choice of  the rider and must follow state laws for safe 

operation of a vehicle. The American Legion & American Legion Riders assumes NO 
responsibility for impaired driving. 

 The Road Captain reserves the right to remove any rider from the formation if he/she feels 
they are a risk to the safety of the riders. 

 

Turns and Turning 
 

 When turning left, the right lead bike should safely block oncoming traffic. 
 The group should continue through a red light only if blockers have the intersection 

secured. If blockers are not used, be sure the riders behind you know that you intend to 
stop. 

 When a single file signal is given, the bike on the left proceeds (in front of) the bike on the 
right.   



 

 

Blockers 
Blocking intersections is risky and very often, an unsafe practice. 
However, an exception is an escorted ride.  
 If you block, review these: 
 Blockers should wear a brightly colored safety vest to be more visible.  
 Turn headlights toward oncoming traffic when blocking, and use 4-way 

flashers.  
 Urge riders to tighten up and move as quickly as possible through blocked 

intersections. 
Have a procedure for getting blockers to the front from the rear. 
Blockers should always be chosen from more experienced riders in a group. 
Rear Ride Captains should pull out and block the lane before a group lane 

change occurs.  
When a lane change is signaled, do not move until the rider in front of you 

moves. 
The group should know who is blocking.  
Do not follow blockers!  
Caravan vehicles should never block unless asked by the Ride Captain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weather and Road Conditions 
 Inclement weather can be disruptive and discomforting. If the weather is too 

severe, take shelter. 
Be extra cautious when rain first begins to fall. The road is slickest at that time. 

Avoid riding on the “glossy” (oil stained) area of the road at all times, but 
especially during or after a rain. 

Stones on the road are dangerous…be careful. Gravel behaves like ball bearings 
on a hard surface. 

Avoid potholes when you can safely do so. Potholes can damage bike rims and 
cause accidents.  

Signal others with a finger pointing down of road hazards. 
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Mechanical/electrical breakdowns can happen to any motorcycle. Designate 
someone to help, or have someone with a tool kit and cell phone stop to help 
the problem motorcycle. Other riders should continue the run. 

 
Accidents 
 In the event of an accident, pull over with the group. Do not panic stop or rush 

to the scene. This may cause more problems.  
Do not move an injured person or remove their helmet.  
Do not allow a tow truck to take the downed bike. Locate a safe place to leave 

the motorcycle until a motorcycle hauler can pick it up. 
 
Security and Parking 
Participants in a ride may be required to watch motorcycles (if necessary) for 

a short time, in pairs. 
When parking, the leaders should direct the bikes to an area out of the traffic 

pattern. 
Leaving a parking area should be done with caution, and consideration of 

others exiting…blockers may be needed to promote safe egress. 
 
Law Enforcement 
 If the police stop the group, the Ride Captain should lead the group to a safe 

place.  
Riders should stay in formation (by or on their motorcycle). Allow the officer 

to come to you.  
The Ride Captain should be the only one who approaches the officer and 

should promptly identify him/herself. 



 

 

Hand Signals 
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Funeral Flag Line and Escort Procedures 
 
Attire:  
American Legion Riders vest, ALR cap/beret, black pants/jeans; white 
long-sleeve shirt; black neck cover; (coat and gloves as required by the 
weather) 
 
Readiness:  
Assemble an hour prior the funeral service to set up the flag line at least 
30 minutes before the service starts 
 
Flag Position:  
Flags are held on the right side, limited talking to show respect;  
If the flag line has two lines, the American flag will be first for both lines, 
service flag second on the right side closest to the door; the American 
Legion Riders’ flag is second on the left side closest to the door;  
If the flag line is a single line, The American flag is first, followed by the 
POW; Service; ALR, State…  
 
Escort to Cemetery:  
The escort follows the police department when present; if not, the Road 
Captain or designated leader leads. The formation is staggered with the 
Missing Man formation, normally rides at 55 MPH. The line is kept tight 
– 2 seconds between riders. If you cannot keep up or have problems fall 
back to the end of the line. (There is usually a chase vehicle to help.) 
 
Arrival at Cemetery:  
When possible, the Black Hills National Cemetery is informed of the 
arrival of the escort. The Road Captain or designated leader will stop the 
escort at the entrance and wait to receive permission to proceed. If the 
sign asks the escort to proceed to the rotunda, make sure that the other 
funeral line is gone before proceeding. One member of the cemetery will 
instruct. There are funerals scheduled every 45 minutes. Time is critical. 



 

 

Flag Line and Honor Guard at the Cemetery: 

The Honor Guard present will dictate our positioning and commands.  
The ALR lines up on the left of the Rotunda (chapel) and Honor Guard 
lines up on the right facing the Rotunda flag line except for Spearfish who 
lines up on the right. 
The flag line will be in the order mentioned under flag line in a single line. 
 
Flag Line without Honor Guard at the Cemetery: 

When there is no Honor Guard, the flag line lines up in the order listed 
above. The Road Captain gives the command 
“Present Arms” when the coffin or urn begins to move toward the 
Rotunda. At the cemetery when the command is called to “Present Arms” 
the American flags will be raised straight up with left elbow at 90 degrees 
and held; the Service flag, POW flag and ALR flag will be dipped 
forward.  

“Quarter Arms” when the coffin or urn is already in the Rotunda and all 
family members are inside. At the command “Quarter Arms” the 
American flags will be brought straight down and the service and ALR 
flags brought up to the straight up position and held.  
 
When the funeral party is inside, the flag line goes inside. Once the service 
is over, the flag line will assemble outside again and remain until the 
person receiving the coffin flag leaves. At that time the flag line is 
dismissed and riders assemble on the left side by the grass to keep traffic 
flow fluid. If the person receiving the flag lingers in the Rotunda and 
another funeral is awaiting, the flag line may be dismissed.  



 13 

 

Proper Placement of Flags on your Motorcycle 

The American Legion’s Americanism Commission offer guidelines on how 
to properly fly the U.S. flag from a motorcycle. 

With more and more riders across America wanting to show their patriotism 
there have been many questions about how to fly ‘Old Glory’. U.S. Flag code 
does not address motorcycle display of the American Flag, however using 
guidelines established by the code. 

The American Legion’s National Americanism Commission offers these 
suggestions:  

If the U.S. Flag is flown alone, it must be displayed in the center, or at the 
rider’s right side. 
Any other flags, other countries, POW flags, service branch, etc., should be 
displayed to the rider’s left. 

Those flags can be the same size as the U.S. Flag or smaller. For safety it is 
recommended that any and all flags be flown from the back of a motorcycle.  

As a side note: 
Recent testing shows that flag poles taller than the ceiling of parking garages 
will not remain in their upright position and can become disconnected from the 
motorcycle. Also tall flag poles that may come in contact with power lines 
should only be flown on motorcycles with grounding straps and it is 
recommended the rider or riders not be in contact with the metal parts of the 
motorcycle. Leather gloves are advised and sunglasses help diminish the 
effects of bright flashes that may be noticed from time to time. 

 
Remember Patriotic safety is everyone’s responsibility 
The American flag should be displayed in the center when  three flags are 
being flown. If there are two flags, the American Flag will be at marching right 
or simply it should match the protocol for a car  - displayed on the passenger 
side. 
 
Position and manner of display. 
The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or 
of a railroad train or a boat. When the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the staff 
shall be fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped to the right fender. 



 

 

The code is silent regarding motorcycles in particular. The code 
makes no exceptions depending on from where the flag is viewed. 
 
The flag will almost always be viewed incorrectly from some viewer's 
standpoint. 
The operative instruction puts the US flag on the vehicle's RIGHT 
side no matter where one might stand as the vehicle passes by. Even a 
bike has a left and right side. Place it on the BIKE's right side. The 
Code cannot place the flag in the position of honor as it will be seen 
from every viewer at once. So, just as with flags placed on a stage, 
The Code settles the question based on the flag's own right. As the 
flag moves forward in a parade, The Flag's own right is also your 
bike's right fender. 
 
To sum up, flag placement is from the point of view of ‘Old 
Glory’, not the point of view of the viewer. 
 
The Code is not a law. It is a suggested set of protocol measures. 

3 Flag Display  2 Flag Display 
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POW/MIA Ceremony 
THE TABLE OF HONOR 

Narrator: Those who have served and those currently serving the uniformed 
services of the United States are ever mindful that the sweetness of enduring 
peace has always been tainted by the bitterness of personal sacrifice. We are 
compelled to never forget that while we enjoy our daily pleasures, there are 
others who have endured and may still be enduring the agonies of pain, 
deprivation and internment. 

Before we begin our activities this evening, we will pause to recognize our POW’s 
and MIA’s. 
We call your attention to this small table, which occupies a place of dignity and 

honor near the head table. It is set for one, symbolizing the fact that members 
of our armed forces are missing from our ranks. They are referred to as POW’s 
and MIA’s. We call them comrades. 

They are unable to be with their loved ones and families tonight, so we join 
together to pay our humble tribute to them, and bear witness to their 
continued absence. 

This table, set for one, is small, symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner, alone 
against his or her suppressors. 

The tablecloth is white, symbolic of the purity of their intentions to respond to 
their country’s call to arms. 

The single red rose in the vase, signifies the blood they many have shed in 
sacrifice to ensure the freedom of our beloved United States of America. This 
rose also reminds us of the family and friends of our missing comrades who 
keep the faith, while awaiting their return. 

The yellow or red ribbon on the vase represents the ribbons worn on the lapels 
of the thousands who demand with unyielding determination a proper 
accounting of our comrades who are not among us tonight. 

A slice of lemon on the plate reminds us of their bitter fate. 
The salt sprinkled on the plate reminds us of the countless fallen tears of 

families as they wait. 
The glass is inverted to remind us that they cannot toast with us this night. 
The chair is empty because they are not here. 



 

 

 The candle is reminiscent of the light of hope which lives in our hearts to 
illuminate their way home, away from their captors, to the open arms of a grateful 
nation. LIGHT THE CANDLE 

 Let us pray to the supreme commander that all of our comrades will soon be back 
within our ranks. 

 Let us remember and never forget their sacrifices. 
 May god forever watch over them and protect them and their families 
 
RETIRING THE TABLE OF HONOR 
 The Lead escort will command in a low voice, “Present Arms” – all escorts will 

execute a slow hand salute. 
 Play “Amazing Grace” if available 
 At its conclusion, the escort will remain at attention while the lead escort slowly 

reaches for the glass, raises it, flips it and places the glass back on the table, 
upright.  

 All escorts are now back at the position of attention. 
 The lead escort will command “Post!” 
 All escorts will simultaneously execute the appropriate facing movement to 

position themselves facing the exit.  
 The lead escort steps off without command and leads the other escorts out the 

exit.  
 As the last escort starts to exit, he/she faces the audience and extinguishes the 

candle before proceeding to exit.    

Items necessary for Table of Honor Ceremony: 
U.S. flag, folded (PREFERABLY a casket sized flag) or small table flag 
A small round table 
(1) Chair – leaning against table 
(1) POW/MIA chair cover or POW/MIA flag 
(1) white table cloth & (1) black napkin 
(1) place setting 
(1) wine glass 
(1) Military helmet or hat (optional) 
A red rose in flower vase with a red or yellow ribbon 

tied around it 
Candle (long burning preferably no-drip) with holder 

(Snuffer also) 
(1) slices of lemon 
(1) Salt shaker 
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Proper Advancement of Colors 

1. Flag of the United States is carried on the RIGHT. 

2. LEFT hand up on the staff, not on the flag. 

3. RIGHT hand down  straight at  side, with  right hand firmly on 
staff. (A good hint  is to have the staff of the flag riding firmly 
against your right hip when advancing or re ring the Colors.) 

4. Eagle leads— flies facing forward. 

5. Cross directly in front of the table or podium, with the Flag of 
the United States closest to it. 

6. Post flag of the United States first. 

7. Immediately post the Banner or other flag if available. 

8. Eagles face the audience – fly toward the audience. 

9. Do not touch the Flag or the Banner a er they are posted. Let 
them hang free. 

10.Take one step back from the Flag (and the Banner.) Face the 
Flag of the United States and salute. 

11.Return to your seats. 

 



 

 

Black Hills Chapter Constitution 
 
Preamble	
For	 God	 and	 Country,	 we	 associate	 ourselves	 together	 for	 the	 following	 purposes:	 To	
uphold	and	defend	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States	of	America;	to	maintain	law	and	
order;	 to	 foster	 and	 perpetuate	 a	 one	 hundred	 percent	 Americanism;	 to	 preserve	 the	
memories	 and	 incidents	 of	 our	 associations	 in	 the	 Great	Wars;	 to	 inculcate	 a	 sense	 of	
individual	obligation	to	the	community,	state	and	nation;	to	combat	the	autocracy	of	both	
the	 classes	 and	 the	masses;	 to	make	 right	 the	master	 of	might;	 to	 promote	 peace	 and	
goodwill	 on	 earth;	 to	 safeguard	 and	 transmit	 to	 posterity	 the	 principles	 of	 justice;	
freedom	and	democracy;	to	consecrate	and	sanctify	our	comradeship	by	our	devotion	to	
mutual	helpfulness.	
	
Purpose	
The	 American	 Legion	 Riders	 is	 formed	 to	 promote	 the	 aims	 and	 purposes	 of	 The	
American	Legion	as	a	family	oriented	motorcycling	activity	for	members	of	The	American	
Legion,	The	American	Legion	Auxiliary,	and	the	Sons	of	The	American	Legion.	
	
Article	I	‐‐‐	Name	
The	 name	 of	 this	 program	 shall	 be	THE	AMERICAN	LEGION	RIDERS	of	South	Dakota	Post	
164,	Black	Hills,	Spear ish,	SD.	
	
Article	II	‐‐‐	Nature	
Section1.	The	American	Legion	Riders	(ALR)	is	a	program	for	members	of	The	American	
Legion,	The	American	Legion	Auxiliary,	and	the	Sons	of	The	American	Legion	members,	
collectively	“The	Legion	Family,”	who	share	an	interest	in	motorcycling.	
Section	2.	The	American	Legion	Riders	upholds	the	declared	principles	of	the	American	
Legion	 as	 well	 as	 conforms	 to	 and	 abides	 by	 the	 regulations	 and	 decisions	 of	 the	
department,	post,	or	other	duly	constituted	governing	body.	
Section	3.	The	ALR	maintains	and	protects	the	image	of	The	American	Legion	at	all	times	
through	 appropriate	 wearing	 of	 The	 American	 Legion	 Emblem.	 The	 emblem	 of	 The	
American	 Legion	demands	 “that	 the	wearer	 shall	 ever	 guard	 the	 sanctity	 of	 home	 and	
country	and	free	institutions.”	
Section	4.	Members	 of	 the	 ALR	 avoid	 any	 perception	 of	 being	 a	motorcycle	 or	 “biker”	
club	or	gang.	Rather,	 the	 focus	of	membership	 is	 for	 the	enjoyment	of	motorcycles	and	
comradeship	and	furthering	Legion	programs	in	the	community.	
Section	5.	The	ALR	will	 improve	the	public’s	perception	of	the	motorcycling	community	
by	 promoting	 the	 honorable	 nature	 of	 service	 to	 one’s	 community,	 state,	 and	 nation	
through	the	sport	of	motorcycling.	
Section	 6.	Members	 of	 the	 ALR	 comply	 at	 all	 times	 with	 the	 motor	 vehicle	 safety,	
licensing,	and	insurance	laws	or	regulations	of	the	state	in	which	they	are	operating.	
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Article	III	‐‐‐	Organization	
The	ALR	Chapter	164	of	The	American	Legion	Riders	is	a	program	of	Post	164.	The	chapter	
exists	 at	 the	 discretion	 of	 the	 Post.	 The	 chapter	 of icers	 and	 executive	 committee	 are	
responsible	and	accountable	to	the	Post	executive	committee,	who	approves	all	of icers.	
	
Article	IV	‐‐‐	Membership	
	
ELIGIBILITY	
Section	1.	Eligibility	 for	 basic	 membership	 in	 the	 American	 Legion	 Riders	 shall	 be	 as	
prescribed	 by	 the	 national	 constitutions	 of	 The	 American	 Legion,	 American	 Legion	
Auxiliary,	and	Sons	of	The	American	Legion.	
Section	 2.	 All	 members	 of	 The	 American	 Legion	 Riders	 must	 further	 demonstrate	
individual	membership	 in	 good	 standing	 in	 The	American	 Legion,	 The	American	 Legion	
Auxiliary,	or	The	Sons	of	American	Legion.	
Section	3.	Members	will	not	at	any	time	hold	membership	in	more	than	one	chapter	of	The	
American	Legion	Riders.	
Section	4.	Members	must	be	a	 registered	owner,	or	 the	spouse	of	 same,	of	 a	motorcycle	
with	 at	 least	 350	 cc	 engine	 displacements,	which	 is	 licensed	 and	 insured	 in	 accordance	
with	South	Dakota	law,	and	must	be	a	legally	licensed	operator	of	same	or	spouse.	
Section	5.	Members	cannot	have	been	previously	expelled,	or	currently	suspended,	 from	
any	chapter	or	Department	of	the	American	Legion	Riders.	
Section	6.	All	members	will	 obey	 the	motor	 vehicle	 laws	 in	 any	 state	 in	which	 they	 are	
operating	a	motorcycle	or	riding	as	a	passenger.	
	
B.		CLASSES	OF	MEMBERSHIP	
Section	1.	Chapter	Member.	The	standard	membership	in	the	chapter.	
Section	 2.	 Charter	 Member.	 The	 irst	 15	 members	 or	 members	 by	 June	 17th	 2012	
whichever	comes	 irst	will	be	the	CHARTER	members.	
Section	3.	Special	Class	Member.	Members	may	 continue	 to	be	part	of	 the	Chapter,	with	
full	membership	privileges,	as	a	Special	Class	Member,	even	though	they	fail	 to	meet	the	
membership	 requirements	 of	Article	 IV	 –A	pursuant	 to	 the	 following	 and	 subject	 to	 the	
approval	of	the	general	membership:	
a.	 Death	of	the	spouse	who	was	the	owner	of	the	motorcycle,	or	disability	which	prevents	

the	member	from	physically	being	able	to	operate	a	motorcycle,	and	ownership	of	the	
motorcycle	was	relinquished,	due	to	this	disability.	

b.	 Had	been	a	member	for	at	least	one	full	year	prior	to	seeking	special	class	status.	
c.	 Agreement	by	member	that	they	will	not	participate	in	any	Chapter	activity	that	would	

require	them	to	operate	a	motorcycle.	
C.		TERM	OF	MEMBERSHIP	
Membership,	 other	 than	Honorary,	 shall	 run	 for	 one	 calendar	 year	 (January‐December),	
and	must	be	renewed	each	year.	



 

 

Article	V	‐‐‐	Chapter	Uniform	and	Patch	Requirements	
A.		WEAR	OF	AMERICAN	EMBLEM	
Section	1.		The	American	Legion	Riders	back	patch,	as	copyrighted	and	sold	by	The	
American	 Legion	 Emblem	 Sales	 division,	 is	 authorized	 for	 wear	 by	 all	 current	
members	of	the	ALR.	

Section	2.		No	other	back	patch	or	back	patch	design	is	authorized	for	wear.		
Section	3.	 	Department	 standards	 for	patch	sales	 should	be	on	 ile	with	Emblem	
Sales.				
Section	4.	 	If	Department	or	Post	identifying	information	is	to	be	embroidered	on	
the	patch,	Emblem	Sales	must	have	on	record	authorization	from	the	Department	
Adjutant	that	such	speci ic	identifying	information	may	be	used	on	the	patch.	
Section	5.	 	Use	of	rockers	or	patches	physically	attached	to	The	American	Legion	
Riders	back	patch	are	not	recommended	due	to	trademark	laws.	
APPAREL	

Section	1.	The	ALR	back	patch	must	 be	 the	dominant	 feature	 on	 the	back	 of	 the	
garment,	and	will	be	worn	at	ALR	sponsored	events,	meetings,	and	group	rides.	

Section	2.	No	lewd	or	profane	patches	or	pins	may	be	worn	on	the	same	garment	
that	displays	the	property	of	ALR	or	shall	con lict	 in	declaration	or	meaning	with	
the	stated	ideals	and	motto	of	the	American	Legion.		

Section	3.	American	 lag	patches	when	worn	shall	be	orientated	and	placed	on	the	
front	or	shoulders	of	the	garment	at	approximately	chest‐high	level	but	not	lower,	
in	accordance	with	U.S.	military	guidelines.	Additionally,	no	other	patch	resembling	
the	 lag	or	any	foreign	country	may	be	placed	on	the	garment	at	the	same	level	or	
higher	than	the	American	 lag	patch.	
Article	VI	‐‐‐	Determine	Elected	Of icers	

Section	1.		The	of icers	of	the	Chapter	shall	be	elected	annually	and	shall	consist	of	
Director,	 Assistant	 Director/Membership	 Chairman,	 Secretary,	 Treasurer,	 Road	
Captain,	Sergeant‐at‐Arms,	and	Chaplain.	

Section	2.	 	 Between	 Chapter	meetings,	 the	 administrative	 power	 of	 the	 Chapter	
shall	 be	 vested	 in	 the	 Chapter	 at	 the	 irst	 business	 meeting	 after	 the	 annual	
Department	 Convention.	 Executive	 Committee:	 whose	 voting	 members	 shall	
consist	of	all	elective	of icers	for	the	current	year	and	the	immediate	Past	Chapter	
Director.		

Section	3.	 	 All	 other	 Past	 Chapter	 Directors	 shall	 be	 members	 of	 the	 Executive	
Committee	with	voice	but	no	vote.	
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Article	VII	‐‐‐	Finance	
Section	1.	 	 The	 revenue	 of	 the	 Chapter	 shall	 be	 derived	 from	 such	membership	 fees	 or	
dues	 and	 from	 such	 other	 sources	 as	 may	 be	 approved	 by	 the	 Chapter	 Executive	
Committee.			
Section	2.	 	 The	 amount	 of	 such	membership	 or	 initiation	 fees	 and	 the	 amount	 of	 such	
annual	 Chapter	 dues	 shall	 be	 ixed	 and	 determined	 by	 majority	 vote	 of	 the	 members	
during	the	annual	meeting.	
Section	 3.	 	 The	 Chapter	 will	 provide	 a	 monthly	 inancial	 report	 to	 the	 sponsoring	
department/post	executive	committee.	
Article	VIII	‐‐‐	Amendements	
Section	 1.	 	 This	 Constitution	 is	 adopted,	 subject	 to	 the	 provisions	 of	 the	 National	
Constitution,	 Department	 Constitution,	 and	 Post	 Constitution	 of	which	 this	 Chapter	 is	 a	
subordinate	program.		Any	amendment	to	the	National,	Department,	or	Post	Constitution	
that	is	in	con lict	with	any	provision	hereof	shall	be	regarded	as	automatically	repealing	or	
modifying	 the	provisions	of	 the	 constitution	 and	bylaws	of	 this	Chapter	 to	 the	 extent	 of	
such_con lict.		
Section	2.		This	Constitution	may	be	amended	at	any	regular	Chapter	meeting	by	a	vote	of	
two‐thirds	of	the	membership	attending	such	regular	meeting	provided	that	the	proposed	
amendment	 shall	 have	 been	 submitted	 in	writing,	 and	 read	 at	 the	 immediate	 preceding	
Chapter	meeting.	 	Further,	 that	 traditional	mail	or	electronic	mail	notice	shall	have	been	
sent	to	all	members’	addresses	of	record	at	least	5	days	in	advance	of	the	date	which	such	
amendment	is	to	be	voted	upon,	notifying	said	members	that	at	such	meeting	there	will	be	
a	proposal	to	amend	the	Constitution.			

Black	Hills	Chapter	By‐Laws	
Article	I	‐‐‐	Name	
Section	1.	The	Chapter	existing	under	these	Chapter	By‐Laws	is	to	be	known	as	American	
Legion	Riders,	Post	164,	Black	Hills	Chapter	#164,	The	American	Legion,	Department	of	
South	Dakota.	
Section	2.	The	name	and	nature	of	this	Chapter	are	as	set	forth	in	the	Constitution.	
Article	II	‐‐‐	Management	
Section	1.	The	of icers	(7)	of	the	Chapter	shall	be	Director,	Assistant	Director/Membership	
Chairman,	Secretary,	Treasurer,	Road	Captain,	Sergeant	at	Arms,	and	Chaplain.	
Section	2.	Between	 Chapter	meetings,	 the	 administrative	 power	 of	 the	 Chapter	 shall	 be	
vested	 in	 the	Chapter	Executive	Committee,	which	shall	consist	of	all	elected	of icers	 for	
the	current	year	and	in	addition	the	immediate	Past	Director.	
Section	3.	Of icers	of	this	Chapter	shall	be	elected	annually	at	the	last	meeting	of	each	year	
and	 take	of ice	 at	 the	 irst	meeting	 following	 that	 of	 the	 election,	 known	as	 the	 “Annual	
Meeting.”	 All	 elections	 of	 of icers	 shall	 be	 by	 ballot	 and	 the	 candidates	 receiving	 the	
highest	 number	 of	 votes	 shall	 be	 elected	 to	 the	 respective	 of ices	 for	 which	 they	 are	
candidates.	



 

 

Section	4.	All	 vacancies	 existing	 in	 any	 of ice	 of	 the	 Chapter	 from	 any	 cause	 other	
than	 the	 expiration	 of	 the	 term	 shall	 be	 illed	 by	 a	majority	 vote	 of	 the	 remaining	
members	 of	 the	 committee,	 and	 a	 person	 so	 appointed	 shall	 hold	 of ice	 for	 the	
unexpired	 term	 of	 the	 member	 of	 the	 committee	 or	 of icer	 whose	 position	 was	
vacated.	

Section	5.	A	vacancy	 shall	 exist	when	a	member	of icer	 is	 absent	 from	 the	Chapter	
due	 to	 resignation,	 loss	 of	 quali ications,	 incapacity	 from	 injury	 or	 illness,	 or	 for	 a	
continuous	period	of	unexcused	absences	 considered	detrimental	 to	 the	 interest	of	
the	Chapter	by	the	remaining	members	of	the	Executive	Committee	

Section	6.	All	Past	Chapter	Directors	 shall	be	members	of	 the	Executive	Committee	
with	voice	but	without	voting	privileges.	

	

Article	III	‐‐‐	Meetings	

Section	1.	The	regular	meeting	shall	be	held	at	a	 location	mutually	agreed	upon	by	
the	 membership	 each	 month	 at	 which	 may	 be	 transacted	 such	 business	 as	 may	
properly	 be	 brought	 up	 for	 action;	 such	 meetings	 may	 be	 converted	 into	
entertainment	meetings,	as	may	be	deemed	agreeable	by	the	of icers	of	the	Chapter.	

Section	2.	The	Chapter	Director	or	a	majority	of	the	Executive	Committee	shall	have	
power	to	call	a	special	meeting	of	the	Chapter	at	any	time.	

Section	3.	Upon	written	request	of	four	members,	the	Executive	Committee	shall	call	
a	special	meeting	of	the	Chapter.	

Section	4.	Seven	members	shall	constitute	a	quorum.	

	

Article	IV	‐‐‐	Chapter	Executive	Committee	

Section	1.	The	 Chapter	 Executive	 Committee	 shall	meet	 for	 organizational	 or	 such	
other	business	 as	may	 come	before	 it	 at	 the	 call	 of	 the	Chapter	Director	within	10	
days	 after	 the	 installation	 of	 the	 new	 of icers.	 Thereafter	 the	 Chapter	 Executive	
Committee	shall	meet	as	often	as	Chapter	Director	may	deem	necessary.	The	Chapter	
Director	 shall	 call	 a	 meeting	 of	 the	 Chapter	 Executive	 Committee	 upon	 the	 joint	
written	 request	 of	 four	 or	 more	 committee	 members	 of	 said	 Chapter	 Executive	
Committee,	and	four	members	of	the	committee	shall	constitute	a	quorum	thereof.	

Section	2.	The	 Chapter	 Executive	 Committee,	 based	 on	 a	 majority	 vote,	 shall	 hire	
such	 employees	 as	 maybe	 deemed	 necessary;	 shall	 authorize	 and	 approve	 all	
expenditures;	shall	hear	the	reports	of	chapter	committee	chairs;	and	generally,	shall	
have	charge	of	and	be	responsible	for	the	management	of	the	affairs	of	this	chapter.	
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Article	V	‐‐‐	Duties	of	Of icers	
Section	1.	Director	
a.	 Serves	as	Chief	Administrative	Of icer	of	the	Chapter	and	presides	over	all	meetings	
b.	 Supervises	all	affairs	of	the	Chapter	
c.	 Performs	such	other	duties	as	directed	by	the	general	membership	
d.	 Approves	all	orders	directing	the	disbursement	of	funds		
e.	 Makes	an	annual	report	covering	the	business	of	the	Chapter	for	the	year	
Section	2.	Assistant	Director/Membership	Chairman.	
a.	 Assumes	the	duties	of	the	Director	in	his/her	absence	
b.	 Assists	the	Director	in	the	performance	of	his/her	duties	when	called	on	to	do	so	by	the	

Director	
c.	 Relieves	Secretary	of	responsibility	 for	maintenance	of	membership	records	as	may	be	

required	by	the	general	membership	
d.	 Collects	membership	dues	as	determined	by	the	Chapter	by‐laws,	and	provides	same	to	

Treasurer	on	a	regular	basis	
e.	 Reviews	and/or	collects	eligibility	documentation	as	required	by	the	general	members,	

sponsoring	Post	Executive	Board,	Department,	or	State	and	Local	laws	
f.	 Provides	detailed	membership	reports	at	regular	meetings	of	the	Chapter	
Section	3.	Secretary	
a.	 Keeps	a	full	and	accurate	record	of	all	proceedings	at	the	meetings	
b.	 Keeps	membership	records	as	may	be	required	by	the	general	membership	
c.	 Provides	detailed	minutes	of	prior	meeting	at	each	regular	meeting	
d.	 Handles	all	correspondence	of	the	Chapter	
Section	4.	Treasurer	
a.	 Is	responsible	for	all	 inances	of	the	Chapter	and	see	that	they	are	safely	deposited	in	the	

bank	of	the	sponsoring	Post	
b.	 Disburses	and	collects	funds	as	directed	by	the	general	membership	
c.	 Provides	detailed	 inancial	reports	at	each	regular	meeting		
d.	 Provides	 inancial	audit	data	on	 the	ALR	Chapter	 line	 item	 from	the	sponsoring	Post	 if	

requested	
Section	5.	Road	Captain	
a.	 Responsible	for	all	logistics	of	organized	runs	of	the	Chapter,	including	determination	of	

dates,	times,	routes,	and	meeting	places	for	those	taking	part	in	a	run	activity		
b.	 Appoints,	 directs,	 and	 dismisses	 additional	 assistant	 road	 captains	 and/or	 security	

personnel	as	may	be	required	by	activities	and/or	circumstances	of	the	Chapter	
c.	 Responsible	to	plan	for	the	safety	of	Chapter	members	during	participation	in	any	run	or	

activity;	and	to	plan	for	the	safety	of	other	participants	in	any	Chapter‐sponsored	run	or	
activity	

Section	6.	Sergeant	at	Arms	
a.	 Maintains	order	during	chapter	meetings.			
b.	 Ensures	 eligibility	 of	 those	 participating	 in	 Chapter	 elections,	 and	 ensures	 ineligible	

persons	are	not	allowed	to	participate	in	the	vote.	



 

 

Section	7.	Chaplain	
Provides	 invocation	at	 regular	meetings	or	other	activities	as	may	be	required	by	 the	
general	membership	(i.e.	dedications,	funerals,	public	functions,	etc.)	

Section	8.	Additional	Roles	
The	Chapter	may,	at	their	discretion,	appoint	or	elect	individuals	to	ful ill	various	other	
roles	required	for	operation	of	the	Chapter.		These	appointments	or	elections	may	be	
intended	to	relieve	Chapter	Of icers	of	certain	roles,	or	to	ful ill	Chapter‐speci ic	
requirements.		
a.	 These	roles	and	the	manner	of	 illing	them	must	be	de ined	in	the	Chapter	by‐laws	at	

inception	or	through	amendment		
b.	 Examples	of	such	roles	include	separation	of	the	Sgt.	at	Arms	and	Run	Coordinator	

duties;	addition	of	Communications	or	Liaison	Of icer;	Store	Keeper,	etc.		
c.	 These	individual	roles	will	be	considered	Chapter	of icers	or	committee	chairmen	at	

the	discretion	of	the	Chapter,	and	as	de ined	within	the	Chapter	by‐laws	
Section	9.	Considerations	for	Of ice	 	

Any	full	member	in	good	standing	is	eligible	to	serve	in	any	of ice	of	their	Chapter,	with	
the	following	exceptions:	

a.	 No	 one	 shall	 hold	 of ice	 in	 more	 than	 one	 Post‐level	 Chapter	 of	 the	 ALR.	 This	
provision	 does	 not	 preclude	 a	 member	 from	 holding	 of ice	 in	 any	 Governing	 or	
Guiding	Chapter	organized	from	amongst	groupings	of	Post‐level	Chapters,	including	
County,	 District,	 Department,	 Regional,	 or	 National	 Chapters,	 as	 seen	 it	 by	 any	
commensurate	organizational	 level	within	 the	American	Legion.	This	 is	 in	keeping	
with	 the	 constitution	 and	 structure	 of	 the	 American	 Legion	 and	 its	 family	 of	
organizations.	

b.	 To	ensure	that	prospective	members	are	fully	aware	of	the	personality	of,	and	issues	
at	their	Chapter,	no	member	having	been	so	for	less	than	one	calendar	year	shall	be	
considered	 for	 any	 of ice	 of	 their	 Chapter,	 unless	 the	 Chapter	 itself	 has	 been	 in	
existence	for	less	than	one	calendar	year.		

Section	10.	Delegates	
Delegates	and	alternates	to	a	Department	American	Legion	Riders	meeting,	convention,	
regional	gathering	or	other	activity	shall	be	elected	by	ballot	by	the	Chapter	at	a	regular	
meeting	of	the	Chapter	to	be	held	prior	to	the	date	of	such	event.	
Article	VI	‐‐‐	Resolutions	
All	 resolutions	 of	 state	 or	 national	 scope	 presented	 to	 this	 Chapter	 by	 a	member	 or	
reported	 to	 this	 Chapter	 by	 a	 committee	 shall	 merely	 embody	 the	 opinion	 of	 this	
Chapter	on	 the	 subject	 and	 copy	of	 same	 shall	 be	 forwarded	 to	 the	Post/Department	
headquarters	 for	 its	 approval	before	 any	publicity	 is	 given	or	action	other	 than	mere	
passage	by	the	Chapter	is	taken.	
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Article	VII	‐‐‐	Notices	

Section	 1.	Every	member	 shall	 furnish	 the	 Chapter	 Membership	 Chair	 with	 a	 valid	
email	and/or	postal	mailing	address	and	a	valid	telephone	number.	

Section	2.	The	Chapter	Secretary	shall	cause	notice	of	the	annual	election	to	be	given	
at	least	two	weeks	prior	thereto.	(The	month	of	December)	
	

Article	VIII	‐‐‐	Rules	of	Order	

Section	1.	Meetings	will	be	conducted	under	“Roberts	Rules	of	Order”.		

(ref:	www.constitution.org/rror/rror‐‐00.htm)	

Section	 2.	 The	 Chapter	 may	 elect	 to	 adopt	 a	 set	 of	 standing	 rules	 to	 govern	 its	
membership.	These	standing	rules	shall	be	no	less	than	those	contained	in	these	by‐
laws	nor	 can	 they	be	 in	any	 con lict	with	 the	National	Constitution	and	Chapter	By‐
laws	of	the	American	Legion.	

	

Article	IX	‐‐‐	Finances	

Section	1.	Chapter	 inances	will	be	held	in	such	manner	as	allowed	by	the	rules	of	the	
sponsoring	Post.	

Section	2.	As	a	Post‐level	activity	of	the	American	Legion,	it	is	recognized	that	all	funds	
and	property	of	the	Chapter	is	ultimately	property	of	the	Post,	and	must	be	reported	
and/or	surrendered	upon	demand	of	the	Post	Executive	Board.	

Section	3.	As	a	Post‐level	activity	of	the	American	Legion,	the	Chapter	enjoys	the	tax‐
exempt	status	of	the	Post	and	must	manage	its	 inances	in	accordance	with	applicable	
Federal	(IRS),	State,	and	local	laws	applicable	to	nonpro it	organizations.	

Section	4.	Disbursement	of	funds	will	be	only	those	authorized	at	any	regular	meeting	
of	the	Chapter.		As	noted	above,	each	Chapter	is	a	nonpro it	organization	and	may	only	
disburse	funds	in	a	manner	in	accordance	with	all	Federal	(IRS),	State,	and	local	laws	
applicable	to	nonpro it	organizations.	

Section	5.		Compensation.	 	No	part	 of	 the	net	 earnings	of	 the	Chapter	 shall	 inure	 to	
the	bene it	of,	or	be	distributable	to	its	members,	directors,	of icers,	or	other	private	
persons,	 except	 that	 the	 Chapter	 shall	 be	 authorized	 and	 empowered	 to	 pay	
reasonable	compensation	for	services	rendered.		

Article	X	‐‐‐	Limitations	of	Liabilities	

This	Chapter	shall	not	incur,	or	cause	to	be	incurred,	liability	nor	obligation	to	liability	
in	 any	 other	 Chapter,	 subdivision,	 members	 of	 The	 American	 Legion,	 post,	
departments,	or	other	individuals,	corporations	or	organizations.	

http://www.constitution.org/rror/rror--00.htm�


 

 

Article	XI	‐‐‐	Amendments	
Section	1.	These	Chapter	By‐Laws	may	be	amended	at	any	regular	Chapter	meeting	
by	 a	 vote	 of	 two‐thirds	 of	 the	 members	 of	 said	 Chapter	 attending	 such	 regular	
meeting,	 provided	 that	 the	 proposed	 amendment	 shall	 have	 been	 submitted	 in	
writing	 and	 read	 at	 the	 next	 preceding	 regular	 meeting.	 Any	 changes	 will	 be	
reported	to	the	sponsoring	department	and/or	post.	
Section	2.	Written	notice	 to	 the	 addresses	 (postal	 or	 email)	 of	 record	 shall	 have	
been	given	 to	 all	members	 at	 least	 two	weeks	 in	 advance	 of	 the	date	when	 such	
amendment	 is	 to	be	voted	upon,	notifying	said	members	that	such	meeting	there	
will	be	presented	a	proposal	to	amend	the	By‐Laws.	
Article	XIII	‐‐‐	Discipline	&	Expulsion		
Section	 1.	 Any	 member	 may	 be	 expelled	 or	 suspended	 from	 the	 Chapter	 by	
majority	vote	of	the	general	membership	at	a	regular	Chapter	meeting.		
Section	2.	The	American	Legion	Post	164	will	handle	all	appeals.	
Section	3.	Charter	members	 can	 only	 be	 expelled	 or	 suspended	 at	 an	 American	
Legion	Post	164	meeting.	
Section	4.	Suspensions	–	Temporary,	member	may	not	wear	back	patch	but	may	
attend	functions.	
Section	 5.	 Discipline	 ‐	 The	 Chapter	 Director	 and	 Executive	 Committee	 are	 in	
charge	of	disciplining	the	Chapter	members	when	warranted.	

Article	XVI	‐‐‐	Uniform	
A.		THE	AMERICAN	FLAG	
Section	1.When	worn	by	an	ALR	member,	the	Flag	must	not	be	subjugated	by	any	
other	emblem	or	standard	on	the	item	of	apparel	to	which	it	is	af ixed.	
Section	 2.	When	 worn	 by	 an	 ALR	 member,	 the	 Flag	 must	 not	 be	 obscured	 or	
covered	 by	 any	 other	 emblem	 or	 standard	 on	 the	 item	 of	 apparel	 to	which	 it	 is	
af ixed.	
Section	3.	Established	standards	 for	 the	display	and	wearing	of	 the	Flag	must	be	
observed:	
a.	When	worn	on	the	shoulder	of	a	garment,	the	 ield	of	stars	must	be	forward,	as	
if	the	Flag	is	carried	into	the	wind	on	a	pole.	

b.	When	worn	on	the	back	or	front	of	a	garment,	the	 ield	of	stars	is	to	be	on	the	
left	(as	viewed	by	another	person).	

c.	When	 worn	 in	 conjunction	 with	 one	 (1)	 lag	 of	 another	 organization,	
sovereignty,	 territory,	 or	 nation,	 the	 Flag	 must	 be	 in	 a	 numerically	 superior	
position	(to	the	left	of	the	other	 lag	when	viewed	from	the	front).	
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d.	When	worn	in	conjunction	with	several	 lags	of	other	organizations,				sovereignties,	
territories,	or	nations,	the	Flag	must	be	worn	in	the	center	and	above	any	other	 lag	
in	the	grouping.		

e.	 No	graphic	or	slogan	is	ever	to	appear	across	the	Flag.		
f.	 The	Flag	is	never	to	be	worn	on	the	seat	of	the	pants,	or	on	any	other	location	that	

could	be	considered	disrespectful	to	the	Flag.		
g.	When	garments	bearing	the	Flag	are	to	be	discarded,	the	Flag	is	to	be	removed	from	

the	garment	and	retired	in	a	manner	appropriate	to	the	Flag	of	The	United	States	of	
America.	

B.	THE	ALR	BACK	PATCH	
Section	1.	The	 ALR	 Back	 Patch,	 con igured	 as	 put	 forth	 by	 the	 Founding	 Members	
copyrighted	 by	 The	 American	 Legion,	 and	 available	 through	 The	 American	 Legion	
Emblem	Sales,	is	to	be	worn	by	all	members	of	the	ALR	in	good	standing.	
Section	2.	The	Back	Patch	must	 be	 the	 dominant	 feature	 of	 the	 back	 of	 the	 garment	
upon	which	it	is	worn;	i.e.,	the	ALR	back	patch	must	not	be	subjugated	to	the	patch	of	
any	M/C	or	motorcycle	owners'	group.	
Section	3.	No	other	Back	Patch	or	Back	Patch	Design	is	authorized	for	use	to	represent	
the	 American	 Legion	 Riders.	 Variations	 upon	 the	 original	 theme,	 aside	 from	 the	
addition	 of	 Department,	 City,	 Post	 Number	 or	 similar	 designating	 text,	 are	 not	
authorized.	
Section	4.		If	desired	by	the	Chapter,	the	following	lower	rocker	con igurations	may	be	
worn	with	the	Back	Patch,	assuming	the	listed	provisions	are	met:	
a.	 The	designation	Veteran	is	only	to	be	worn	by	those	who	satisfy	the	requirements	

for	ALR	eligibility	and	can	produce	a	DD214	indicating	they	have	served	on	Federal	
active	duty	during	the	periods	of	con lict	prescribed	for	Legion	membership,	were	
honorably	discharged,	and	are	members	in	good	standing	of	The	American	Legion.	
A	 current,	 valid	 Legion	 membership	 card	 shall	 suf ice	 as	 evidence	 of	 these	
requirements		

b.	 The	 designation	 Squadron	 is	 only	 to	 be	 worn	 by	 those	 who	 satisfy	 the	
requirements	of	Paragraph	1.1	and	are	members	in	good	standing	of	the	Sons	of	The	
American	Legion.	A	current,	valid	SAL	membership	card	shall	suf ice	as	evidence	of	
these	requirements.	

c.	 The	designation	Auxiliary	is	only	to	be	worn	by	those	who	satisfy	the	requirements	
of	 Paragraph	 1.1	 and	 are	 members	 in	 good	 standing	 of	 The	 American	 Legion	
Auxiliary.	 A	 current,	 valid	 Legion	 Auxiliary	 membership	 card	 shall	 suf ice	 as	
evidence	of	these	requirements.	

Section	5.	It	 is	 recommended	 and	 the	 intent	 of	 these	 bylaws	 that	 those	who	 are	not	
Full	ALR	Members	do	not	wear	the	ALR	Back	Patch.	
Section	6.Speci ication	of	the	garment	upon	which	the	Back	Patch	is	to	be	worn	is	left	
to	the	discretion	of	the	Chapter.	



 

 

DRESS	
Section	1.	The	ALR	is	a	program	of	The	American	Legion,	and	as	such,	members	are	
representatives	of	The	American	Legion.	It	is	strongly	recommended	that	members	
dress	 in	 a	 manner	 that	 promotes	 a	 positive	 image	 for	 The	 American	 Legion,	
particularly	when	operating	in	group	activities	or	interacting	with	the	community.	
Section	2.	The	ALR	Back	Patch	and	other	related	articles	of	clothing	incorporate	The	
American	 Legion	 emblem,	 and	 must	 be	 worn	 in	 a	 manner	 consistent	 with	 The	
American	Legion	emblem	requirements.	
	
Article	XVII	‐‐‐	Repeal	and	Saving	Clause	
a.	 These	 Constitution	&	By‐laws,	 adopted	 at	 the	American	 Legion	Riders	 of	 South	
Dakota,	Post	164,	Black	Hills	Chapter	meeting	held	in	Spear ish,	South	Dakota	on	
the	18th	day	of	April,	2012.	

b.	 Submitted	for	approval	to	the	sponsoring	Post	(164)	on	the	2nd	day	of	May,	2012.	
c.	 Submitted	 for	 approval	 of	 the	 American	 Legion	 Riders,	 Department	 of	 South	
Dakota	 at	 their	meeting	 during	 the	 Annual	 Department	 Convention,	 June	 17	 of	
2012.	

STANDING	RULES	
ARTICLE	I:	Membership	

a.	 Membership	is	in	accordance	with	the	Constitution,	Article	IV.	The	chapter	has	full	
authority	for	the	administration	of	membership.	

b.	 Membership	by	application	shall	be	available	at	each	regular	chapter	meeting.	
c.	 Membership	application	shall	be	completed	by	the	applicant	and	returned	to	the	
membership	chairman.	

d.	 The	Membership	chairman	shall	review	the	application	for	recommendations	for	
membership	and	prepare	to	present	the	candidates’	names	to	the	chapter	general	
membership.	

e.	 The	 general	 membership	 will	 vote	 by	 secret	 ballot	 to	 accept	 a	 prospective	
member.	

f.	 The	 recording	 secretary	 shall	 record	 in	 the	 chapter	or	 executive	board	meeting	
minutes	 the	 name	 of	 any	 member	 whose	 membership	 is	 suspended	 or	
terminated.	 The	 record	 shall	 include	 the	 reason	 and	 the	 date	 of	 suspension	 or	
termination.		

ARTICLE	II:	Finance	
a.	 Special	recognition	of	a	member’s	death	shall	be	 inanced	by	the	chapter	dues.	
ALR	 Black	Hills	 Chapter,	 Post	 164,	 Constitution	&	 By‐Laws	 Approved	 on	 April	 18,	
2012;	Revised	 June	6,	2012;	August	1,	2012,	 January	9,	2013,	December	11,	2013,	
February	12,	2014		
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF  
THE AMERICAN LEGION  

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, MAY 4 – 5, 2011  
 
Resolution No. 32: Amend Resolution 35: “American Legion Riders as National 
Program” National Executive Committee, October 17-18, 2007 Origin: Internal Affairs 
Commission Submitted by: Internal Affairs Commission  
WHEREAS, American Legion Riders (ALR) was established in 1993 as a Post level activity 
at Garden City American Legion Post 396, Department of Michigan; and  
WHEREAS, The ALR groups have since expanded to more than 1,200 local chapters in all 
50 domestic departments and in two foreign departments; and  
WHEREAS, Membership in the ALR has grown to include more than 100,000 members of 
The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary, and the Sons of The American 
Legion; and  
WHEREAS, Resolution 35: “American Legion Riders as a National Program”, NEC, 
October 17-18, 2007 has been a guiding document for the formation of post and department 
ALR programs under the support of the hosting posts and departments; and  
WHEREAS, The third resolve clause in Resolution 35 contains recommended guidelines for 
such programs; and  
WHEREAS, The National Commander’s ALR current Ad Hoc Committee to The Internal 
Affairs Commission has identified ambiguous content regarding eligibility criteria for The 
American Legion Riders and made specific recommendations for improving such content; 
and  
WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of The American Legion to review and amend, from 
time to time, such guidelines in efforts to provide more effective direction to The American 
Legion Riders programs; now, therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular 
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 4-5, 2011, That guideline numbers 
2 and 3 of the third resolving clause of Resolution 35: “American Legion Riders as a 
National Program”, NEC, October 17-18, 2007, which states:  
2. Each ALR member shall own a motorcycle  
3. Each ALR member shall be properly licensed and insured as required by   
     state law. 
 
Shall be amended as follows:  
2. Each ALR member shall establish and maintain membership by owning, individually 
or through marriage, a motorcycle licensed and insured as required by state law  
3. ALR programs may allow for continued membership for those members who have 
given up motorcycle ownership because of age, illness, injury, or other reasons outside 
the member’s control.  



 

 

Black Hills Chapter American Legion Riders 
American Legion Post 164 

PO Box 583 
Spearfish, SD 57783 

ALR Funeral Escort Request Form  
Name (deceased): __________________________________________________ 

Branch of service:  

Funeral home / church and loca on: ____________________________________ 

Date and  me of service: _____________________________________________ 

Time of interment/inurnment at the cemetery: ___________________________ 

Cemetery loca on:  _________________________________________________ 

The family wants a flag line:  YES   NO    Family requests escort:  YES   NO  

Time and loca on to gather to a end ceremony: __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Route to be used: ___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Other Informa on: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Family contact informa on:___________________________________________ 

Rider contacted: ____________________  Escort Coordinator contacted: YES  NO 

This informa on can be gathered by any ALR or Funeral Home representa ve. 

Contact American Legion Riders to arrange Funeral Escort at the following 
phone numbers or email:  Honors@ALRBlackHills.org 

www.ALRBlackHills.org         www.facebook.com/ALRBlackHills         email: Riders@ALRBlackHills.org 

 
Army     Navy    USAF    USMC    USCG 

Escort Contacts:    Brad Pohlman    Hm: 605.578.1673         

      Jim Di es    Hm: 605.578.7540         

      Jim Childers    Hm: 605.717.0101  cell: 214.724.9280 

      Royce Lyons    cell: 605.210.2669         

      Dick Rutherford    Hm: 605.722.9868  cell: 605.639.5400 

Riders Director:    Cell: 605.644.6039                 


	POW/MIA Ceremony
	THE TABLE OF HONOR
	Article I --- Name
	Section 1. The Chapter existing under these Chapter By-Laws is to be known as American Legion Riders, Post 164, Black Hills Chapter #164, The American Legion, Department of South Dakota.
	Section 2. The name and nature of this Chapter are as set forth in the Constitution.
	Article II --- Management
	Section 1. The officers (7) of the Chapter shall be Director, Assistant Director/Membership Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Road Captain, Sergeant at Arms, and Chaplain.
	Section 2. Between Chapter meetings, the administrative power of the Chapter shall be vested in the Chapter Executive Committee, which shall consist of all elected officers for the current year and in addition the immediate Past Director.
	Section 3. Officers of this Chapter shall be elected annually at the last meeting of each year and take office at the first meeting following that of the election, known as the “Annual Meeting.” All elections of officers shall be by ballot and the candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected to the respective offices for which they are candidates.
	Section 4. All vacancies existing in any office of the Chapter from any cause other than the expiration of the term shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining members of the committee, and a person so appointed shall hold office for the unexpired term of the member of the committee or officer whose position was vacated.
	Section 5. A vacancy shall exist when a member officer is absent from the Chapter due to resignation, loss of qualifications, incapacity from injury or illness, or for a continuous period of unexcused absences considered detrimental to the interest of the Chapter by the remaining members of the Executive Committee
	Section 6. All Past Chapter Directors shall be members of the Executive Committee with voice but without voting privileges.
	Article III --- Meetings
	Section 1. The regular meeting shall be held at a location mutually agreed upon by the membership each month at which may be transacted such business as may properly be brought up for action; such meetings may be converted into entertainment meetings, as may be deemed agreeable by the officers of the Chapter.
	Section 2. The Chapter Director or a majority of the Executive Committee shall have power to call a special meeting of the Chapter at any time.
	Section 3. Upon written request of four members, the Executive Committee shall call a special meeting of the Chapter.
	Section 4. Seven members shall constitute a quorum.
	Article IV --- Chapter Executive Committee
	Section 1. The Chapter Executive Committee shall meet for organizational or such other business as may come before it at the call of the Chapter Director within 10 days after the installation of the new officers. Thereafter the Chapter Executive Committee shall meet as often as Chapter Director may deem necessary. The Chapter Director shall call a meeting of the Chapter Executive Committee upon the joint written request of four or more committee members of said Chapter Executive Committee, and four members of the committee shall constitute a quorum thereof.
	Section 2. The Chapter Executive Committee, based on a majority vote, shall hire such employees as maybe deemed necessary; shall authorize and approve all expenditures; shall hear the reports of chapter committee chairs; and generally, shall have charge of and be responsible for the management of the affairs of this chapter.
	Article V --- Duties of Officers
	Section 1. Director
	Serves as Chief Administrative Officer of the Chapter and presides over all meetings
	Supervises all affairs of the Chapter
	Performs such other duties as directed by the general membership
	Approves all orders directing the disbursement of funds 
	Makes an annual report covering the business of the Chapter for the year
	Maintains order during chapter meetings.  
	Ensures eligibility of those participating in Chapter elections, and ensures ineligible persons are not allowed to participate in the vote.
	Section 7. Chaplain
	Provides invocation at regular meetings or other activities as may be required by the general membership (i.e. dedications, funerals, public functions, etc.)
	Section 8. Additional Roles
The Chapter may, at their discretion, appoint or elect individuals to fulfill various other roles required for operation of the Chapter.  These appointments or elections may be intended to relieve Chapter Officers of certain roles, or to fulfill Chapter-specific requirements. 
	These roles and the manner of filling them must be defined in the Chapter by-laws at inception or through amendment 
	Examples of such roles include separation of the Sgt. at Arms and Run Coordinator duties; addition of Communications or Liaison Officer; Store Keeper, etc. 
	These individual roles will be considered Chapter officers or committee chairmen at the discretion of the Chapter, and as defined within the Chapter by-laws
	Section 10. Delegates
	Delegates and alternates to a Department American Legion Riders meeting, convention, regional gathering or other activity shall be elected by ballot by the Chapter at a regular meeting of the Chapter to be held prior to the date of such event.
	Article VI --- Resolutions
	All resolutions of state or national scope presented to this Chapter by a member or reported to this Chapter by a committee shall merely embody the opinion of this Chapter on the subject and copy of same shall be forwarded to the Post/Department headquarters for its approval before any publicity is given or action other than mere passage by the Chapter is taken.
	Article VII --- Notices
	Section 1. Every member shall furnish the Chapter Membership Chair with a valid email and/or postal mailing address and a valid telephone number.
	Section 2. The Chapter Secretary shall cause notice of the annual election to be given at least two weeks prior thereto. (The month of December)

	Article VIII --- Rules of Order
	Article IX --- Finances
	Article X --- Limitations of Liabilities
	This Chapter shall not incur, or cause to be incurred, liability nor obligation to liability in any other Chapter, subdivision, members of The American Legion, post, departments, or other individuals, corporations or organizations.
	Article XI --- Amendments
	Section 1. These Chapter By-Laws may be amended at any regular Chapter meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members of said Chapter attending such regular meeting, provided that the proposed amendment shall have been submitted in writing and read at the next preceding regular meeting. Any changes will be reported to the sponsoring department and/or post.
	Section 2. Written notice to the addresses (postal or email) of record shall have been given to all members at least two weeks in advance of the date when such amendment is to be voted upon, notifying said members that such meeting there will be presented a proposal to amend the By-Laws.
	Article XVI --- Uniform
	A.  THE AMERICAN FLAG
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